Suicidal mercury injection into the upper limb: a case study.
We report a rare case of self-injection of mercury into the subcutaneous tissue of the upper limb. A multi-disciplinary management approach was adopted including cooperation between toxicologists, orthopaedic surgeons, radiologists and environment safety personnel. Surgical removal of mercury under radiological screening and systemic intoxication treated by chelating agents, namely dimercaprol and succimer. Serial serum and urine mercury levels showed an initial rise despite surgical removal and returned to normal after a prolonged period of time. Safety precautions were taken during surgery to avoid inadvertent intoxication of staff. Contamination of the operation theatre was monitored by the amount of mercury vapour released into the air. All personnels involved in the management of the patient did not show any evidence of mercury intoxication.